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On the night of June 24, the nedia and governnent becone one, when ABC turns its progranm ng over
to President Obana and White House officials to push government run health care -- a nove that has
ignited an ethical firestorm

Hi ghli ghts on the agenda:

ABCNEWS anchor Charlie G bson will deliver WORLD NEWS from the Bl ue Room of the White House.

The network plans a primetime special -- 'Prescription for America' -- originating fromthe East
Room excl ude opposi ng voi ces on the debate.

The Director of Communications at the Wiite House Office of Health Reformis Linda Dougl ass, who
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worked as a reporter for ABC News from 1998-2006

Lat e Monday night, Republican National Comittee Chief of Staff Ken McKay fired off a conplaint to
the head of ABCNEWS

Dear M. Westin

As the national debate on health care reformintensifies, | am deeply concerned and di sappoi nted
with ABC s astonishing decision to exclude opposing voices on this critical issue on June 24,
2009. Next Wednesday, ABC News will air a prinetine health care reform “town hall” at the Wite
House with President Barack Obanma. In addition, according to an ABC News report, GOOD MORNI NG
AMERI CA, WORLD NEWS, NI GHTLINE and ABC’s web news “wi |l all feature special progranm ng on the
president’s health care agenda.” This does not include the pronotion, over the next 9 days, the
president’s health care agenda will receive on ABC News programi ng.

Today, the Republican National Commttee requested an opportunity to add our Party's views to
those of the President's to ensure that all sides of the health care reform debate are presented.

Qur request was rejected. | believe that the President should have the ability to speak directly
to the America people. However, | find it outrageous that ABC woul d prohibit our Party's opposing
t houghts and ideas fromthis national debate, which affects nmillions of ABC viewers.

In the absence of opposition, | amconcerned this event will becone a glorified infonercial to

pronmote the Denocrat agenda. If that is the case, this prinetime infomercial should be paid for
out of the DNC coffers. President Oohama does not hold a nonopoly on health care reformideas or on
free airtime. The President has stated tine and tinme again that he wants a biparti san debate.
Therefore, the Republican Party should be included in this prinetinme event, or the DNC shoul d pay
for your airtine.

Respectful ly,

Ken McKay

Republ i can National Comm ttee
Chief of Staff

MORE

ABCNEWS Seni or Vice President Kerry Snmith on Tuesday responded to the RNC conplaint, saying it
contai ned 'fal se prenises':

"ABCNEWS prides itself on covering all sides of inportant issues and asking direct questions of
all newsmakers -- of all political persuasions -- even when others have taken a nore partisan
approach and even in the face of criticismfromextrenmes on both ends of the political spectrum
ABCNEWS is | ooking for the nost thoughtful and diverse voices on this issue.

"ABCNEWS al one will select those who will be in the audi ence aski ng questions of the president.
Li ke any prograns we broadcast, ABC News will have conplete editorial control. To suggest
otherwise is quite unfair to both our journalists and our audi ence."

Devel opi ng. .
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