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Brazilian scientists have identified a new strain of the H1N1 virus after examining
samples from a patient in Sao Paulo, their institute said Tuesday.

The variant has been called A/Sao Paulo/1454/H1N1 by the Adolfo Lutz Bacteriological
Institute, which compared it with samples of the A(H1N1) swine flu from California.

The genetic sequence of the new sub-type of the HLN1 virus was isolated by a virology
team lead by one of its researchers, Terezinha Maria de Paiva, the institute said in a
statement.

The mutation comprised of alterations in the Hemagglutinin protein which allows the
virus to infect new hosts, it said.

It was not yet known whether the new strain was more aggressive than the current A
(H1N21) virus which has been declared pandemic by the World Health Organization.

The genetic make-up of the HLN1 virus and its subvariants are important for scientists.

Pharmaceutical companies are working to mass produce a vaccine against the current A
(HAN1) flu.

There are fears though that it could mutate into a deadly strain, much in the same way
as the 1918 Spanish flu -- also an A(H1N1) virus type -- did when it killed tens of millions
around the planet.

According to the WHO, 36,000 people in 76 countries have been infected with the HIN1
virus, causing 163 deaths.

Copyright AFP 2008, AFP stories and photos shall not be published, broadcast, rewritten for broadcast or
publication or redistributed directly or indirectly in any medium

tp://lwww.breitbart.com/print.php? d=CNG.594b3919f568748326be82a3a6507646.241& show_article=1 6/16/200



