
INTERESTING SCRIPTURES CONCERNING THE LAST DAYS

When ministering on the end time or what we call the “last days,” I often look at the predictions of the major prophets of Scripture, to glean insight on
present events fitting the prophetic scenarios, laid out by the inspired men of God in the Holy Word. Recently, however, I have observed some lesser
taught passages that to me are very significant at this present time.

One is found in a parable of Christ. He stated that, “Men should always pray and not become weary or faint” (Luke 18:1). Christ then explained the
parable of a woman who approached a wicked judge, pressing him to avenge her of her enemy. She had to be persistent and continue to approach
the bench, often feeling the judge was ignoring her. Eventually, the judge moved on her behalf and dealt a blow to her enemies. Jesus concluded his
parable with a question: “When the son of man comes will he find faith upon the earth?” (Luke 18:8).

The implication is that in the end time, people must be persistent and not become weary in praying for their personal needs. For example, if
have children in rebellion, a marriage in trouble, or a major economic crisis, it is often difficult (especially for a man) to wait and be
circumstances change or as God intervenes in the situation. One thing I have learned is that just because you have not received an
prayer, does not mean that God has not heard your prayer. Daniel is an excellent example. He fasted and prayed for 21 days and
hindered by a strong principality hovering over Babylon, blocking the angel of the Lord from bringing the prophetic message to Daniel. Eventually, the
stronghold was broken and the angel came to bring the answer Daniel needed. It seems Jesus was warning us about the days before his return, that
the pressures of life and the adversity we would experience could wear us down mentally and emotionally until we would lose faith, or lose heart and
give up.

Another passage is found in Matthew 24. Here Jesus revealed the major signs of the time that would precede His Coming. He speaks of being
offended and then says, “He that endures to the end the same shall be saved” (Matt. 24:13). The Greek word endure is hupomeno, meaning to bear
up under trials. When reading Revelation, we see the word patience mentioned several times (Rev. 13:10; 14:12). The word patience in Greek is
similar to the word endure in Matthew 24. It is the ability to stand and hold up under the weight of a trial or difficulty. Jesus made it clear that there
would be an“endurance test” for believers in the end time. Those who could endure the difficulties, offenses, and other obstacles would be

Previous generations that experienced two World Wars, the Great Depression and other economic and political conflicts, had a different mentality
than this generation. They were used to waiting, standing in line, and were taught hard work and loyalty. The generation today has no patience, wants
it now, expects it handed to them on a silver platter and is impatient when they don’t get their way. I have talked to numerous business owners in my
town and they all share the same story. The majority of the younger generation wants a pay check without working, and benefits without sacrifice.
They often show up late for work, want to leave early and spend time texting and playing on the internet during work. Do we actually think this type of
spiritually weak generation can endure the coming trouble that is rising like the morning sun over the horizon?

We all understand it is very difficult for a family, especially when the breadwinner in a home loses their job. Often there is a “panic spirit
overwhelm a person. They see the car and house payment, the need for food and other staples necessary for the family. It is a normal, human
emotion to be concerned about the needs of you and your family. Every woman knows how important security is for her and her family. In fact feeling
secure is the top emotion a woman experiences. For a man, he is a hunter, and loves the “chase.” His emotional stability is linked to his ability to
succeed in his job or to produce with his mind or by the work of his hands. This is why a job loss is so devastating for a man. As men become older,
they focus on their ability to provide.

We want each of you to know that we are praying and in agreement with you that every member of your family will come to know Christ and
your personal needs will be met in the months ahead. During downturns, spend additional time with the Lord in prayer or fasting, and
many blessings throughout the years. Years ago a noted minister wrote a book whose title seems fitting at this time: Tough Times Don
Tough People Do. America has seen many dark and difficult days in its past, and when the saints went to prayer, God heard and restored what the
enemy attempted to take. Prayer still works. You must be persistent and not faint or give up. God bless and keep you is my prayer!
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