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UNITED NATIONS (AP)— Former president
Bill Clinton said Monday that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's tough terms
for a Palestinian peace deal are just the
opening moves in a drama that will have a
few more acts.

Clinton said it was a good thing that
Netanyahu, who leads a hardline coalition,
went on the record in support of "any sort of
two-state solution."

NETANYAHU: Calls for limited Palestinian state
OBAMA: Welcomes Netanyahu announcement

A week after President Obama addressed the Muslim world and
strongly reiterated U.S. backing for independent Israeli and
Palestinian states living side by side in peace, Netanyahu
endorsed Sunday an independent Palestinian state beside Israel
for the first time.

FIND MORE STORIES IN: Barack Obama | Israel | Middle East |
United Nations | Hillary Rodham Clinton | Bill Clinton | Hamas |

Fatah | Benjamin Netanyahu | European Union

Netanyahu had previously refused to agree to negotiate a two-state solution, reversing the position of the previous
Israeli government, which backed the road map to Mideast peace unveiled by the United Nations, the United
States, the European Union and Russia in 2003.

But Netanyahu attached conditions that were immediately rejected by the Palestinians— including recognition of
Israel as the Jewish state, essentially means Palestinians refugees must give up their goal of returning to Israel.
He insisted that a Palestinian state be demilitarized, and demanded that Jerusalem remain the capital of Israel. He
also refused to freeze Israeli settlements in the West Bank, as the U.S. is demanding.

"Based on my experience with Mr. Netanyahu, he did what he thought he had to do to keep the ball rolling and not
completely alienate the United States initiative," Clinton told reporters at the end of a news conference on his new
role as the U.N. special advisor on Haiti.

"This is the opening play," he said. "This is his response to the Obama administration's first move."

"It's just the beginning, and it's a drama that will have a few more acts," Clinton said.

Reporters burst into laughter when Clinton said he hadn't gotten his talking points from the U.S. State Department
and was speaking only for himself. His wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, is secretary of state.

Clinton, as president, brokered Israeli-Palestinian peace talks in Maryland in 1998, at Camp David in July 2000,
and in Taba, Egypt, in January 2001— all to no avail.

He said Netanyahu's proposal on Sunday was "completely unacceptable" to the Fatah-led Palestinian government,
which controls the West Bank and would not lead the rival Hamas faction, which controls the Gaza Strip, "to give
up violence and try to join the coalition government."

Israeli and Palestinian politics are also "more fractured" than they were during his presidency from 1993 to 2001,
Clinton said. "So we're a long way from where we need to be," he said.

On the other hand, the Saudi peace initiative proposed by King Abdullah in 2002 and relaunched in 2007 "has the
support of the entire Arab world— save Syria— and other Muslim countries."

It offers pan-Arab recognition of Israel in exchange for the return of Arab lands captured by Israel in the 1967
Mideast war.

Enlarge By Dan Steinberg, AP

Former president Bill Clinton speaks at the Clinton
Foundation Millennium Network event in Los Angeles
on April 30, 2009.
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Clinton said Obama, his secretary of state, and Mideast envoy George Mitchell "are basically taking the right
position in trying to work through this in the right way."

"What would have been a disaster is if Netanyahu had not endorsed the possibility of a two-state solution," Clinton
said.

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed.
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Hamas will continue to overshadow talks and possible agreements as long as the Arab countries
support them with money without conditions. It's time the Arab countries take care of their
responsibilities in that region and usher in peace talks with the Israelis.
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I remember when Begen and Arafat almost had a deal. It was so close but Hamas said if the deal was
made, that lncluding and existance of Israel, they would kill Arafat as a traitor. I see no hope because
fo Hamas. One all out war with only one victor.
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For the person who sees the parallels with the American Indian, you don't read history do you. We
came into a land that the Indians had. Israel Jews had the land long before any Palistine people ever
existed. You really need a History lesson.
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I see Palistine and the Arabs at fault. There only goal is the destruction of Israel. Now if the Palistine
people had any real thought of peace with a two state solution they would have said. Yes we will
reconize Israel, but they will have to leave the west bank, split Juresalem and pay $3, billion for the
right of return priviledges. Then they would have a bases for talk. But the Arab/Palistine stance of no
reconition of Israel only offers one solution " The Total destruction of Israel". And that is not
acceptable. This fight has gone on long enough. Time for one all out war one winner take all.
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I draw parallels with the treatment of the American Indian.
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Israel has an unassailable legal right to establish settlements in the West Bank.
Eugene Rostow, a former dean of the Yale Law School who was also under secretary of state in the
Johnson years, would write years later that "Israel has an unassailable legal right to establish
settlements in the West Bank." He argued that Israel's claims to the territory were "at least as good as
those of Jordan." Prof. Stephen Schwebel, who would become the State Department legal adviser
and subsequently the president of the International Court of Justice in The Hague, went a step further
when he wrote in 1970 that "Israel has better title in the territory of what was Palestine, including the
whole of Jerusalem, than do Jordan and Egypt." More at :
http://israelagainstterror.blogspot.com/2009/05/israels-forgotten-rights-in-jerusalem.html
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The Land of Israel is ours by Historical and Moral right.
The Land of Israel rightfully belongs only to the Jewish people. The notion of two states for two
peoples in the land of Israel cannot be accepted as the land of Israel rightfully belongs only to the
Jewish people and to divide our country would be an historic injustice. As it is well known, the conflict
between Israel and the Arabs is not a territorial one. If it were a territorial conflict, it could have been
solved a long time ago, by territorial concessions, which have been offered a number of times to the
Arabs, and rejected every time�As to the legitimate rights of the Jewish people (3 parts):
http://israelagainstterror.blogspot.com/2009/05/is-world-just-plain-stupid_07.html
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people should seriously be very carefull and leave that land "israel"alone its not to be split up or
parceld out or anything else it belongs to the creator of all things and people would be wise to leave it
alone!
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Muslim countries (along with Hamas) already turned down Bibi's proposal, showing once again they
are not interested in the existence of a Jewish state. How many times do they have to make this
assertion before our government understand that the Muslim world has no interest in making peace
with Israel. In the Middle East 1/6 of one percent of the land is just too much for the Jewish state, as
far as Muslim world is concern.
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