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Obama: Israel is a 'constant sore'
Questions whether 'settlements' are in Jewish state's best
interest
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Democratic presidential
front-runner Barack Obama
says Israel is a "constant
wound" and a "constant sore"
that infects "all of our foreign
policy."

Obama, under fire for
attracting praise and support
for his run from
the terrorist group Hamas,
spoke to Atlantic Monthly at
length about his views of the
Middle East.

Asked if he thought Israel
represented a drag on
America's reputation
overseas, said: "No,
no, no. But what I think is
that this constant wound, that
this constant sore, does infect
all of our foreign policy. The
lack of a resolution to this
problem provides an excuse for anti-American militant jihadists to
engage in inexcusable actions, and so we have a national-security
interest in solving this, and I also believe that Israel has a security
interest in solving this because I believe that the status quo is
unsustainable. I am absolutely convinced of that, and some of the
tensions that might arise between me and some of the more hawkish
elements in the Jewish community in the United States might stem from
the fact that I’m not going to blindly adhere to whatever the most
hawkish position is just because that’s the safest ground politically."

"I want to solve the problem, and so my job in being a friend to Israel is
partly to hold up a mirror and tell the truth and say if Israel is building
settlements without any regard to the effects that this has on the peace
process, then we’re going to be stuck in the same status quo that we’ve
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been stuck in for decades now," he said.

The interview was set up by the now famous quote from Hamas leader
Ahmed Yousef to WND's Jerusalem bureau chief Aaron Klein, author of
"Schmoozing With Terrorists," and WABC radio host John Batchelor:
"We like Mr. Obama and we hope that he will win the election."

The controversy unfolded last month when Hamas political adviser
Ahmed Yousef told WND's Aaron Klein, author of "Schmoozing with
Terrorists," and WABC radio his group hopes Obama will win the

and change America's foreign policy.

(Story continues below)

McCain, the presumptive Republican nominee, responded, prompting
sharp exchanges between the two candidates and their campaigns.

"If Sen. Obama is favored by Hamas, I think people can make judgments
accordingly," McCain said.

The U.S. State Department regards Hamas as a terrorist organization.

Last week, Obama severed ties with a Middle East policy adviser who
acknowledged holding private meetings with Hamas. Robert Malley,
who had advocated negotiations with Hamas, was sacked after disclosing
to the Times of London he had been in regular contact with the group in
conjunction with his work for a conflict resolution think tank.

Related offers:

What terrorists think when they're not terrorizing

Get the stunning new film "Hillary! Uncensored" from WND's online
store

'Target: Caught in the Crosshairs of Bill and Hillary Clinton'

Previous stories:

Obama: Endorsement by Hamas makes sense

6
diggs

digg it

Firing raises 1st
Amendment, equal
protection issues
University's religious
promotions challenged
Citizens uniting against
fluoride
Parents losing custody for
homeschooling kids
Muslim threats force out
disabled teacher with dog
Terror raid nets
government adviser
Vatican: Space aliens
might actually exist
Join free WND
teleseminar on future of
America!
Corsi sees 'harder
economic times' in '09

Today's WND
Commentary Highlights
Myanmar tragedy and
'global warming'
- By Joseph Farah
Obama's government
gospel
- By Judge Roy Moore
Secret law: Is this
America?
- By Nat Hentoff
Murtha, Obama and the
Jews
- By Burt Prelutsky
Is your pharmacy
switching drugs?
- By Joel Hesch
Anatomy of a bomb scare
- By Maralyn Lois Polak
The high cost of
congressional 'solutions'
- By Walter E. Williams
McCain and the pro-life
plank
- By Jill Stanek
Israel: Diamond in the
rough
- By David Dolan
Barack Obama's staff
radicals
- By Ben Shapiro

presidential election

Page 2 of 4Obama: Israel is a 'constant sore'

5/14/2008http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=64236



Ex-Obama adviser's pro-Hamas views 'well known'

Obama sacks adviser who met with Hamas

Obama, McCain trade barbs on Hamas endorsement

New Obama pastor will continue Wright's legacy

'I want to rip (Bill Clinton's) eyes out. Kidding!'

Uh-oh, here we go, again: Meet Obama's new pastor

Obama adviser: Israel must give up its nukes

Obama returns contributions from fugitive

Obama turns against pastor

Wright adds fuel to Obama's 'firestorm'

Obama's pastor 'crucified' just like Jesus by Romans

Obama: 'Outrageously wrong' to reprint Hamas manifesto

Francis Schaeffer's son: Dad 'worse' than Obama's pastor

Obama church published Hamas terror manifesto

Obama website yanks 'Black Panthers' plug

Racists endorse Obama on candidate's website

Obama in 2007: Fire Don Imus

Obama's church sponsoring 'African-centered' school

Obama speech tackles 'divisive turn on race'

Text of Barack Obama's Philadelphia speech

See Obama's Philadelphia speech

Obama pastor's theology: Destroy 'the white enemy'

Obama's preacher sanitizes website

Obama: I never heard my pastor's trash talk

Obama's minister said America made AIDS to wipe out blacks

Obama pastor: Not God bless, but God d--- America!

Obama camp rips Ferraro race remarks

Lawmaker affirms terrorists want Obama White House

Obama lobbies 'gays' for edge over Hillary

Obama supporters: 'I believe'

Is Obama the messiah?

Obama campaign: Mum's the word!

Sleaze charge: 'I took drugs, had homo sex with Obama'

Page 3 of 4Obama: Israel is a 'constant sore'

5/14/2008http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=64236



Swooning supporters fainting for Obama

Obamamania rocks Seattle

Obama aide wants talks with terrorists

E-mail to a Friend Printer-friendly version

| Page 1 | Page 2 | Commentary | MoneyNetDaily | G2 Bulletin
| About Us | Terms of Use | Privacy | Contact Us |

Copyright 1997-2008
All Rights Reserved.

WorldNetDaily.com Inc.

Page 4 of 4Obama: Israel is a 'constant sore'

5/14/2008http://www.worldnetdaily.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=64236


