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President Barack Obama sought to
quell a domestic backlash against
his efforts to close the internationally
condemned U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay and roll
back some of the most divisive Bush-era anti-terrorism
policies. Full Article

Under the Patriot deal, the battery -- armed with about 100 missiles -- would be
based in Poland for a short period each year in 2009, 2010 and 2011 "providing an
opportunity for training up our soldiers and our systems". From 2012, Komorowski
said, a U.S. Patriot battery would be permanently based.
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but by 2013 we will consider starting to acquire that kind of theatre missile defence
system for our armed forces," he said.
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Moscow opposes the U.S. missile shield project as a direct threat to its own security
and has threatened to station missiles near the Polish border if the project goes

ahead. Closing Guantanamo not easy for Obama

About Thomson Reuters

Warsaw has been urging NATO, whose forces are battling Taliban fighters in
Afghanistan, not to neglect potential security threats closer to home in Europe and
has expressed its willingness to host alliance infrastructure.
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down military planes. Full Article

"The more installations you have on your soil the easier, and also the more
strategically important, it becomes to defend that territory. So more NATO
installations on Polish territory would help to make us feel more secure," said
Komorowski.
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Talks with the United States aimed at providing a legal base for deployment of U.S.

forces in Poland should be wrapped up by the end of July, he said, paving the way for WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

both the Patriot battery and -- if approved by Obama -- the missile shield. Join the Reuters Consumer
Insight Panel and help us get to

Poland favours a strong dialogue with Russia but this does not mean ignoring its know you better

"wrongdoings" in places such as Georgia, he said, referring to last summer's conflict Please take a moment to

and Moscow's unilateral recognition of two breakaway Georgian provinces. complete our survey

Washington insists the shield is directed not against Russia but against Iran, which
the West accuses of trying to build nuclear weapons. Tehran rejects those claims.

Poland expects Obama to press ahead with missile defence after completing the
review of the project, Komorowski said.

"We undoubtedly expect a clear 'yes' from the American side, it is just a matter of
time... because there is no reason to think the threat from Iran has grown smaller
since last year," Komorowski said. (Editing by Robert Woodward)
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