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INTERVIEW-Poland expects
Patriot in 09, US 'yes' to shield
Mon May 18, 2009 7:38am EDT

By Gareth Jones

WARSAW, May 18 (Reuters) - Poland expects a U.S. Patriot battery to be deployed
on its soil in 2009 regardless of whether President Barack Obama opts to press
ahead with missile defence plans in Europe, a senior defence official said on
Monday.

NATO member Poland agreed last year to host 10 interceptors as part of a planned
U.S. missile defence shield which is strongly opposed by Russia. In return,
Washington pledged to help update Poland's air defences with, among others, a
Patriot battery.

"We expect the Patriot battery to be deployed on Polish soil by the end of 2009, as
initially agreed with the Americans. This is important for Polish public opinion,"
Deputy Defence Minister Stanislaw Komorowski told Reuters.

"Regardless of the decision (on missile defence), President Obama has said other
cooperation with Poland, including strategic projects such as modernisation of our
armed forces, will definitely be continued," Komorowski said in an interview.

Obama's administration is reviewing the missile shield project for cost effectiveness
and viability, though the president said during a visit to Prague last month that
Washington would continue to research and develop the plans.

Poland sees the Patriot battery as an important symbol of the U.S. commitment to its
defence at a time when Russia is becoming more assertive again in foreign and
security policy.

Under the Patriot deal, the battery -- armed with about 100 missiles -- would be
based in Poland for a short period each year in 2009, 2010 and 2011 "providing an
opportunity for training up our soldiers and our systems". From 2012, Komorowski
said, a U.S. Patriot battery would be permanently based.

"At present, we cannot afford to buy Patriot batteries because of budget constraints
but by 2013 we will consider starting to acquire that kind of theatre missile defence
system for our armed forces," he said.

SECURITY WORRIES

Moscow opposes the U.S. missile shield project as a direct threat to its own security
and has threatened to station missiles near the Polish border if the project goes
ahead.

Warsaw has been urging NATO, whose forces are battling Taliban fighters in
Afghanistan, not to neglect potential security threats closer to home in Europe and
has expressed its willingness to host alliance infrastructure.

"The more installations you have on your soil the easier, and also the more
strategically important, it becomes to defend that territory. So more NATO
installations on Polish territory would help to make us feel more secure," said
Komorowski.

Featured Broker sponsored link

Email | Print | Share| Reprints | Single Page [-] Text [+]

EDITOR'S CHOICE

A selection of our best
photos from the past 24
hours. Slideshow

1. UPDATE 3-Dark horse Kris Allen
wins "American Idol"

2. UPDATE 1-"American Idol" ends on low,
questions over future

3. "American Idol" ends on low note

4. Obama: Some Guantanamo prisoners to go to
U.S.

5. Hubble's troubles surprised shuttle crew

6. Tarantino's "Basterds" surprisingly tame war
movie

7. Suspects in NY synagogue plot to be held in
jail | Video

8. Tarantino and Pitt in Cannes for Nazi-slaying
caper | Video

9. Study turns back clock on origins of life on Earth

10. Filmmaker Michael Moore targeting economic
crisis

Most Popular Articles RSS Feed

TODAY ON REUTERS

Obama tries to ease
concerns over Gitmo
President Barack Obama sought to
quell a domestic backlash against
his efforts to close the internationally
condemned U.S. prison at Guantanamo Bay and roll
back some of the most divisive Bush-era anti-terrorism
policies. Full Article

Cheney sharply criticizes
Obama on terrorism
Former Vice President Dick Cheney
sharply criticized President Barack
Obama's handling of terrorism policy and
defended harsh interrogation methods
that Obama has labeled torture.
Full Article

Suspects in NY jihad plot
due in court
New York's mayor and police chief
sought to calm Jewish worshipers
on Thursday, the morning after
authorities said they foiled a plot to
blow up two synagogues and simultaneously shoot
down military planes. Full Article

Factbox: Prison at Guantanamo Bay

Closing Guantanamo not easy for Obama

MOST POPULAR ON REUTERS

Articles Video

Page 1 of INTERVIEW-Poland expects Patriot in 09, US 'yes' to shield | Reuters

5/21/2009 http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSLI356339



Reuters.com: Help and Contact Us | Advertise With Us | Mobile | Newsletters | RSS | Labs | Archive | Site Index | Video Index

Thomson Reuters Corporate: Copyright | Disclaimer | Privacy | Professional Products | Professional Products Support | About Thomson Reuters | Careers

International Editions: Africa | Arabic | Argentina | Brazil | Canada | China | France | Germany | India | Italy | Japan | Latin America | Mexico | Russia | Spain | United Kingdom |

United States

Thomson Reuters is theworld's largest international multimedia news agency, providing investing news, world news, business news, technology news, headline news, small business news, news alerts, personal finance,
stock market, and mutual funds informationavailable on Reuters.com, video, mobile, and interactive television platforms. Thomson Reuters journalists are subject to an Editorial Handbook which requires fair presentation
and disclosure of relevant interests.

NYSE and AMEX quotes delayed by at least 20 minutes. Nasdaqdelayed by at least 15 minutes. For a complete list of exchanges and delays, please click here.

© Thomson Reuters 2009 All rights reserved

Talks with the United States aimed at providing a legal base for deployment of U.S.
forces in Poland should be wrapped up by the end of July, he said, paving the way for
both the Patriot battery and -- if approved by Obama -- the missile shield.

Poland favours a strong dialogue with Russia but this does not mean ignoring its
"wrongdoings" in places such as Georgia, he said, referring to last summer's conflict
and Moscow's unilateral recognition of two breakaway Georgian provinces.

Washington insists the shield is directed not against Russia but against Iran, which
the West accuses of trying to build nuclear weapons. Tehran rejects those claims.

Poland expects Obama to press ahead with missile defence after completing the
review of the project, Komorowski said.

"We undoubtedly expect a clear 'yes' from the American side, it is just a matter of
time... because there is no reason to think the threat from Iran has grown smaller
since last year," Komorowski said. (Editing by Robert Woodward)
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